ITh: GROUNDS of the PROPOSAL Sof the Conrorariox of PIN-MAKERS London, 
| For a Confirmationsf th Jl /o nh dd 


mania Hc Corporation of the Pin-makers of the City of London, are a Company firſt Incorporated by 
Ra Charter of King Tames,amb confirmed and enlarged by King Charles the Firſt, and now again by Let- 
axe ters Patents of His Majeſty that now 1s. And into the Memberſhip, Regulation and Goyernment 
Je of this Company, are all the Pin-mekers in England and Wales incorporated. 

This Company conſiſts for the moſt part of a ſort of poor and indigent people ,who have neither 
I & credit nor money to purchaſe Wyre of rhe Merchant at the beſt hand, but are forced for want 
Thercof, to buy only ſinall parcels from hand to mouth of the ſecond or third Buyer, as they have occaſion to uſe it, 
Lind to [ell off the Pins they make of the ſame from week to week as ſoon as they are made for Ready money, to 
feed themſelves , their Wives and Children , whom they are fain to imploy to go up and down every Saturday night 

fom ſhop to ſhop to offer their Pins to ſale , or otherwiſe cannot have money to buy Bread. 

And thele are daily ſo exceedingly multiplyed and increaſed , by reaſon of the unlimited number of Apprentices 
that ſome covetous, minds Members of the Company ( who have conſiderable Stocks ) do conftantly im- 
ploy and keep, , are not able to live one by another when they come out of their Times. Beſides that 
they are exceedingly prejudiced in their Trade, and underlold by the Importation of Foreign Pins from beyond 
the Seas , which are daily expoſed and put to ſale hereunder the Engliſh mark , to the great abuſe of the Kings liege 
people, the ſame being ſlight and unſerviceable , and at the beſt far worſe then thoſe of Engliſh making. 

' The perſons that Buy the Pins from the Maker to ſell again to other Retailing Shop-keepers , taking advantage of 

his neceſlity of the poor V/orkmen(who are always conſtrained to {ell for Ready money,or otherwiſe cannot ſubſiſ) 
* Mlave by degrees ſo beaten down the price of Pins that the Workman isnot able to live of his work, and make ſervice- 
4 We Wares; and divers of them have been forced to ſell their Pins for leſs than the IVyre coſt them : whereupon 
"387y have been conſtrained to give over their Trades, and betake themſelves to be Porters , Tankard-bearers , and 

other Day-labourers , who formerly lived very well, and many of their Children do daily become Pariſh Charges. 

And thoſe who continue are conſtrained to make Pins of weak, inſufficient and defeQtive Wyre, or otherwile they 
muſt ſell at Joſs. The richer ſort , who are but few, and perhaps may have ſome ſmall ſtock ro buy a quantity of 
Wyre at the beſt hand, are by this means likewiſe conſtrained to give longer time ta the firſt Buyer of their Pins 
they ſell than their ſtocks will bear ; To ballance which inconvenience, they likewiſe are forced to make their Pins 
every day worſe and worle , and by this means it comes to paſs that the Trade decays every day more and more, and 
the credit and eſtimation of Engliſh Pins isloſt in Foreign parts, where they were always heretofore wont to outſell 
thoſe of any other Nation; It being then a confiderable ManufaGure. 

To remedy this inconvenience, and to prevent the total ruine of their Trade, the Company find no other Expe- 
dient but to agree with certain perſons to raiſe a Stock for them ; which perſons to have always during the term of 
One hundred years Five and twenty or thirty thouſand pounds worth of Wyre of all forts ready laid in at Pin-makers Hall 
London , to furniſh as well the poorer as the richer ſort at one and the ſame certain rate, as they ſhall have oceafion to 
aſe it. And fo much in Ready money as will weekly buy off from the Pin-kers hands all the Pins the y ſhall make 
of that Wyre at one and the ſame price both to rich and poor. 

And the Company to covenant with the ſaid perſons to buy and take off from their hands all the Wyre they ſhall 
- ſo yearly provide for the term of One hundred years, at a certain profit agreed upon between them, over and above 
what the ſaid Wyre ſhall coſt, ſoas the fame do not exceed Two hundred and fifty Ton a Year. And to bring to Pin- 
makers Hall,and there weekly ſell to the ſameperſons all the Pins they ſhall make with the ſame Jyre, at certain rea- 
ſonable prices agreed upon between them, not exceeding what they were heretofore {old at when the commodity 

could be afforded to be well and truly made. | 
| Andthe ſaid perſons in Conſideration of the profir they are to have upon the Wyre, to covenant with the Pin-. 
- makers to take off Weekly from the hands of every Member of the ſaid Company, all the Pins he or they ſhall fo 
make and bring. And not to raiſe, the price of Pins upon the Shopkeeper or any other His Majeſties Subjeas above 
the rates and prizes they were heretofore ſold at. 

And the ſole end of this Agreement 1s to raiſe up again the credit, eſtimation, and goodneſs of the Commodity both 
* at home and abroad, and to keep themſelves from being made a prey to the avarice of others , who eat out all the 
profit of their Jabour. 

But becauſe the perſons they have treated with in this behalf ( though fully ſatisfied by the opinion of Councel 
Learned in the Law,touching the Legality thereof ) are yet unwilling to venture upon a Contra wherein fo great a 
Stock is to be concerned, without the Warrant of an A& of Parliament to Juſtifie the Lawfulneſs thereof ; the Pin- 
makers are therefore Petitioners to the Honorable Houſe of Commons tor a Declaratory AG 1n that behalf. 

And that for incouragement of ſo confiderable an Engliſh Manufacture, all Foreign Pins may be prohibited to be 
Imported, andErgliſh made Pins permitted to be Exported Cuſtome Free. In recompenfe of which Loſs to His Maj** 
it ſhall be part of their Contra& with the ſaid perſons, that they ſhall allow to the Kings Majeſtie , His Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors the Summe of One thouſand pounds per Anz out of the profits of the Contract, during the whole term of a 
Hundred years, which they are informed 1s more by above three fourths than ever the Cuſtome of Pins formerly made. 

And to ſtop the unreaſonable increaſe and multiplying of Pin-makers who have little or no ſtocks, and are already 
hardly able to live one by another ; they are likewiſe Petitioners, That no Pin-maker may be permitted to keep above 
Three Apprentices at a time, and thoſe not for leſs than Seven years by Indenture bound; As in the Trade of Felt-making 
5 already Enacted by Parliament in the Firſt year of King Fames his Reign. 


